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TRENDS AN IMPORTANT COMPONENT OF QUALITY OF LIFE



what’s in:
low impact aerobics
fitness walking
biking
climbing
water sports

Source: 2004 Superstudy of Sports 
Participation, SGMA International
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what’s not:
team sports

racquet sports
golf

Source: 2004 Superstudy of Sports 
Participation, SGMA International
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what’s new:
Private development as
public space
Sustainable park design



Slow Storm Runoff

• 3.7:1 return on public 
investment

• Intercept 1,300 gallons of      
stormwater annually

Reduce Heat Island Effect

• Reduced home energy 
costs 20-50%

BENEFIT OF TREES



Improve Air Quality

• In Los Angeles, 1 million 
additional trees = 7,000 
less cars

Enhance Value

• up to 25% increased 
property value

• 13% increase in retail 
sales

Christian Science Monitor April 26, 2006
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Before

After

Portland, OR –
NE Siskyou Street

Kevin Robert Perry, ASLA
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Kevin Robert Perry, ASLA

Portland, OR – 12th Avenue

GREEN STREETS



Buffalo Bayou – Houston

SWA Group

REPURPOSING INFRASTRUCTURE



Northside Park - Denver, Colorado
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MULTI-FUNCTIONAL STORMWATER

Horseshoe Park - Denver



MULTI-FUNCTIONAL STORMWATER

Bible Park - Denver



MULTI-FUNCTIONAL STORMWATER

Hutchinson Park - Denver



Baffle chute drop structure
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George Wallace Park - Denver
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Before

After

Shop Creek - Denver
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Heritage Park – Minneapolis, Minnesota
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MULTI-FUNCTIONAL STORMWATER

Prairie Trail – Ankeny, Iowa
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Menomonee Valley Redevelopment - Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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2-year storm event
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5-year storm event
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100-year storm event
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SUSTAINABLE TRADITIONAL PARKS

Aurora Sports Park –
Colorado
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SUSTAINABLE TRADITIONAL PARKS

Lowry Parks and Open Space –
Denver, Colorado
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